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A Big Day at Small Steps

By Jessica Brazefton,
Execnrive Divecior

As | reflect on what happens in a “typical” day at Small

s, | finck it somewhat ironic that the name of our
preschool is Small Steps, In many w it 15 the perfect
description of the progress we see daily in the at-risk
ehilidren and families we serve. On the other hand, the
experience a child has in just one day at Small Steps can be
deseribed as anything bur smali, The enormous needs
these children have as a result of living in poverty require o
BIG (or comprehensive ) pn 1 - one that imstills and
Tosters social, emotional, physical, intellectul, and
spiriual growth,

But a comprehensive program is not enough, 1t must also
be exemplary, So what exactly does it mean 1o be
“eomprehensive” and “exemplary™! This question is
probubly best answered by examining just one child™s
experience during o typical day at Small Steps

Fam a student af Small Steps. | may not e able to cont
anp iy im fife s for But oo count on this experience al

Lricde a bright, elean Seall Steps v o ard from school
driven by welcoming, famifiar foces of Small Steps
teacfers and staff. | plav "1 Spy”, finding letters of the
alphabet and numibers on streed signs and buildings

T eat a matritions mieal ot breakfast, fueh, and soock
preegaredd by Small Steps “very ownt Grandma and Grandpa
o the Rigchen fo kg Ovear & Chart)

1 plery ceened feateghy o the plaveramend wirk friends, focling a
sumge of secnrine and freedom that mey mof exise af ny
home.

Fengage e all Kinds of lesrnitng activieies in the claxsroom
fronm Jistening to books being vead, to singing songs during
chapel time, to reading the day of the week and month on
the calendar, to writing aimd gcting out my very-ou,
personal stor

sty participate i play thevapy at Texay Childron’s
Hispital or e speech thevapny with Kids Developmeniol
Therap:

I receive ome-am-one attention (@ very rave commodity)
fromn a special volunteer frivad who reads. plavs games.
caned wants o hear my stories

L experience fine arts four afiernoony o week with visual
arts by The River, drama by the AD Plavers, masic by the
St Luke s Methodist Children s Choir Divecting and donce
with Kristie Riser from Doveell Martin Dance Fusion

Comprehensive and exemplary mean Small Steps children
who have so Titthe can expect the best, in o BIG way,
everyday.
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: The Sole Purpose

. .

o By Kathie Harizog, extremely proud of the scademic progress being made by
» Program Director their children,

.

= What is the saying? Walk a mile in another person’s Other home visits uncovered some discouraging stories,
sshoes., In the happy, sufe environment of Small Steps, it reminding us of the difficult situations some students face
wis casy 10 loose sight of the challenges the children and on o daily busis. One family of five had been without

& their families encounter on a daily basis

food for several « The family had been
robbed (for the second time this year),
moved 1 d new two-room apanment
where they felt safer and dad had just
fost his job, The parents seemed 10
be in shock. We delivered twa
boxes of food 1o them and gave

+ Historically. every August the Small Steps”
+teachers muke home visits to meet their
=siudents and families, updote student
:IIIIm‘IIIillII‘II and assess the family
wheeds. These visits give us an
sopportuniy o see how each Family
+“walks” through the day.
.

them information on o food
distribunion center.

Another mom and her children
were in a different hou

+ This year we tried something new.
+ We added o second home visit to
*the calendar. What a success!
:\mh a live month history o the

* relationships, the level off

= communication was much more

i

effort o escape an abusive

.
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relationship, There were i total

of five people sharing three rooms
and only two twin beds. We g
mom information on a women's

vopen, The parcnts were at cise
*hosting the teichers: children were
sexcited 10 see the teachers on their own
wturf (we eall it “celebrity sighting”); and the
=teachers were available 10 visit rather than
:upll;uc paperwork

.

shelter in case she needs counseling

ora safe place to be.

Unfortunatly, these are just a few of the
many stories that remind us of the obstacles onr

. and fumilies face, and the cournge they have to

* Some of the home visits uncovered encouraging stones. overcome these challenges, Home visits are entical in
+0n o sepurite visits teachers found moms planning 1o helping us understand the “walk™ of our families and

% cut back on work hours in order to spend more time with children- a walk most of us would not have the courage to
s their chaldren, Other fimilies were thriving and happy take. There has been o unanimous decision to keep the

+ with dads in new jobs and moms gradusting from English  second home visit as o permanent addition to the school
s or GED progrims. And in most homes,

.
.
.

rents are  calendar.

Small Steps Works!! T o

As part of Small Stops’ collaboration with The 770"
Learning Support Center at Texas Children’s
Hospatal, students are evalunted annually to
monitor progress. The graph to the right
illustrates the progress made by the current
three-year-old students after just one year gt s b I

i
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Small Steps. The average score it =
from 78 (Below Average) in 2001 to 94 Pt
(Average) in the fall of 2002, This daa Sl

confirms that Small Steps is making a pro-
ernuldm'minlhelivesnflhwﬂiildrm. e p——




By Resta Brava,

Volunteer Coordinaror

Evervday is a volumeer day at Small
Steps Nunuring Center! The
volunteer participation in our progrum
15 growing as quickly as our wait list.
A volunteer ot Small Steps may be an
elementary student or a college
studdent, o Grandma Grandpa or a
MOP (Mothers OF Preschoolers)

They may volunteer for one hour, one

day, or one day o week for the entire
school yeaur
are even four-legged! Volumeer hours
at Small Steps total equivalent of
two fulltime stafl positions

ste of our volunteers

Holidays always bring the pitter-patter
of many volunteer feet it Small Steps
and Valenting's was no exception!

Valentine's Beek began,

Monday Post Cuk Middle School
volunieers assisted in the lesming
centers with special valentine
projects

Wednesday volunteers from St
Catherines Mantessori Middle School

I WANT YOU!

Spantsh Translators Needed
foy Bl tramsfare Seall Stepy” weitton
docnments from English fuo Spanich

Call 713.862-1020
A vt e inveresied in hilping

Volunteer View———

help the children make and decornte
cards.

Lifefine Chaplainey delivered
handmade tote bags for every student,
Perfeet mailbags for their Valentine

Dhechesme High School volunteers
then sorted and prepared the tote bags
for the Valentine's Day partics.
After naptime, f2zv our four-legged
cupid and My, Susien delivered
conversation hears amd kisses on ther
maonthly visit

Thursday as our Memorial Hevnann
5 1 Grandmas & Grandpas signed-m
for their weekly volunteer time, 24 5%
wraders from Westhury: Cheistian
Sehool also amved with Valentines
Idressed to each child, cookies
e It was a wonderful
celebration of Tove for young and old
nlike

Last but not least, the 4 & 5 year old
shared cupcakes and mad
Valentine's Day cards with 22 new

buddies from the Chimpuapin School

Tidbits

Our Krights in Shining Ammor
Smmall Seeps was
Epascopal High School students
1 Senor Uutreach Progrim,
Ashley Parker, Jessicn Mirsmbn, Ancrew
Clarkson, and Margaux Knect spent two

ut the Center helping in classroms
and working on speci The
group also submitted a grnt proposal and
received funding to purchase much necded
playground equipment

el b It four

part of

weel

1l projects,

Maove Over da Vincil
Sl Steps dnter thie Arte is Nowing with
L Small Steps s proud to
announee a new adiition 1o irs fine ans
The River Performing and
Visual Ans Center is now providing visual
ares ot Small Steps once o week. The
children have ereated several masterpicces
i “Linder the Sea™ mural,
saics with jom paper, and beaded
necklaces erafied from clay and

program

waler

One Fish, Two Fish..

To celebrate Dr. Seuss's birthday and the
NEA™ annual Repd Across A)
than, 20 members of Howston
Youing Liwyors Association (HYLA)
volunteered 1o spend a moming at Small
Steps rending Dr. Seuss books 1 wf the
Small Stepg children. The event was an
abenlite success,., fun for all and
educational as well!
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Classroom Spotlight...=

—— o —

18y Lesley Scruges,
| Development Director

VOuestion: How docs a butterfly egs tarn into a baterfh?
1 The answer to this question and many others can be
Hlearned in Ms. Hormete and Ms: Shirley's class. | had the
|p1c:1-sum of spending a duy with these fabulous wachers
landt inquisitive 4-venr-olds. This
lis o story about my experience. ..

D Afier breakfisst, we all gathered in
Dthe classroom for “Circle Time."
Ihe class is lesening about insects,
50 Ms. Hermene read a story about
bwtterflies. The class was
Tabsolutely riveted during the story,
11 was instantly impressed with
Diheir knowledge of the
Dmctamormphosis of a butterfly,
buring this lesson, the children
licamed that a butterfly cocoon is

ll\(‘L'l-'lI' from flowers.

IThe letter of the week is ¥, The clas practiced the sound
Fthat Y makes. wsed their anms 1o *write” the letier in the air
Rand talked about words that start with .. Yellow, Yes and
Iyesterday. Since the most menringful words w children
Rare their names and the names of their friends, Ms.
RHermette used the names of the children to reinforce the
letter of the week, Today we counted how many names
contamn the letter Y. Kayla circled the Y in the middle of
Thier name, and M., § irley and 1 circled the ¥ at the end of
ours. 1t was very exeitmg and involved much cheering and
celebration!
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Ms. Hermette & Ms. Shirley
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For lunch, we traveled o o nearky park 1o din fresco |

and hunt for bugs. While munching on PB&J, the childrenl
imagined that their juice boxes were Nowers and that they |
were butterflics using their tongues (straws) 1o drink the |
nectar. After the picaie, these inquisitive students used |
bug-catching tools 10 uncarth an army of ants and a drove |
of doodiebugs w investigate under the magnifying glass. |

I

| on the playground at the park. 1
L | Before returming 1o Small Steps. 1
o the girls pretended 1o be I
princesses and that the
equipment was their castle, while

the boys played chase and raced |
each other down the grassy hills. |

groundl

Following their nap, the children |
procesded o the mulli-purpose
oo for drama with The AD |
Plavers. On this day, a story about
spring was read 10 the class and
then the children took mms acting |
out the story as they remembered
it. All'of the children enjoyved
themselves as they contributed new deas 1o the story from
their experience wi the park,

I
I
[
I
As a final sctivity for the duy, the chiss took their I
clipboards and pencils to the plavground to conduct a |
survey, The other Small Steps” students were polled on 1
whiether they like bugs or butterflies more. This activity I
was not only fun, it reinforced math skills such as addition}
the concept of less and more, and one-to-one |
correspondence. At this time, the results ol the survey are I
still being tabulated, but it looks hike o victory for the
butterflies!

o 1t o 2 o]
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(. Gereleelrasced
The First Annual Small Steps Sporting Clays Invitational was
a extraordinary success, raising $125,000 for Small Steps!
Mr. John Gibson of Halliburton was the chairman and emeee
ol this year's event. Proceeds from this tournament will be
used 1o support operating expenses of Small Steps” second
facility. Small Steps wishes to recognize the following gener-
ansors for making this event possible and for support-
: Houston's at-risk. inner city children

Appiied Finish 8
Hallibarrton

Gold Sponsors
Cockrell Family Fund of the Cireater Houston Commmunity Foundation
Deloitte & Touche
Godwin Griber
Mach Industries

Silver Sponsars
Ao Natarmal Resounces M. & Mes. Fred Brieeion
Baker Hons Mr, Walker Weathers, Ir.
B Services Pride International 5.4
DE Harvey Builders Semsorwise, e
EnCup Invesiments 503 Interests
Everlast Resources Southwest Bank of Texas
FMC Encrgy Svstems Saerling Bank
Fulbright & Juworski Vineent & Flking
Laredo Fnergy Wiells Fa
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Out of the .,
Mouths of Babes..

“Dro they play Duck, Dusk. Goose in heaven?
Aradely, age S

“0ld MeDionald had a farm.. ee-ti-ge-ii- ocho!
Ricardo, age 4

weses
a®® ‘e,

"My mommy's going to buy me anew baby
*. brather.” .
- Chris, age 4 "

Donations In Memaory of Lucille Elam

Memorial Hermann 55+ Volunteers
Mroand Mrs. Ray Bostinn
Mr, and Mes. Joe Castillo

Ms. Munlyn Cloud
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dupuis
Mrand Mrs. Jack Dyson
Me and Mrs, James Harmon
Me and Mrs, Tim Hughes
Mr.ond Mrs. Frank MeMinn
M and Mrs, Mark Mize
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Morgan
M and Mes. David Prat
Mrs, Mattie Stevenson
W and Mrs. Kenneth Rasco
Ma. Susan Robinson

Mr, and Mes. Michael Yanochik



